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vided for by section 264 of this chapter, within twenty
days after June 16, 1935, $2 for every mile of road
operated by it on December 31, 1934, as reported to
the Commission, and it shall be the duty of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to collect such assessments.
(Act June 14, 1935, c. 247, § 2, 49 Stat. 376.)

§ 267a. Same; extension of duration of chapter.
This chapter shall continue in full force and effect
until June 17, 1936, but orders of the Coordinator or
of the Commission made thereunder shall continue in
effect until vacated by the Commission or set aside
by other lawful authority, but notwithstanding the
provisions of section 260, no such order shall operate
to relieve any carrier from the effect of any State law
or of any order of a State commission enacted or
made after this title ceases to have effect. (June 14,
1935, c. 247, § 1, 49 Stat. 376.)
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§ 301. Short title. This chapter may be cited as the
"Motor Carrier Act. 1935 ". (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104,
Part II, § 201, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49
Stat. 543.)

§ 302. Declaration of policy and delegation of juris-
diction to Interstate Commerce Commission. (a) It
Is hereby declared to be the policy of Congress to regu-
late transportation by motor carriers in such manner
as to recognize and preserve the inherent advantages
of, and foster sound economic conditions in, such
transportation and among such carriers in the public
interest; promote adequate, economical, and efficient
service by motor carriers, and reasonable charges
therefor, without unjust discriminations, undue pref-
erences or advantages, and unfair or destructive com-
petitive practices; improve the relations between, and
coordinate transportation by and regulation of, motor
carriers and other carriers; develop and preserve a
highway transportation system properly adapted to
the needs of the commerce of the United States and
of the national defense; and cooperate with the sev-
eral States and the duly authorized officials thereof
and with any organization of motor carriers in the
administration and enforcemont of this chapter.

(b) The provisions of this chapter apply to the
transportation of passengers or property by motor
carriers engaged in interstate or foreign commerce
and to the procurement of and the provision of
facilities for such transportation, and the regulation
of such transportation, and of the procurement
thereof, and the provision of facilities therefor, Is
hereby vested in the Interstate Commerce Commission.

(c) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
affect the powers of taxation of the several States
or to authorize q motor carrier to do an intrastate
business on the highways of any State, or to Inter-

fere with the exclusive exercise by each State of the
power of regulation of intrastate commerce by motor
carriers on the highways thereof. (Feb. 4, 1887,
c. 104, Part II, § 202, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498,
§ 1, 49 Stat. 543.)

§ 303. Definitions and exceptions-(a) Definitions.
As used in this chapter-

(1) The term "person " means any individual, firm,
copartnership, corporation, company, association, or
joint-stock association; and includes any trustee, re-
ceiver, assignee, or personal representative thereof.

(2) The term "board " or " State board" means
the commission, board, or official (by whatever name
designated in the laws of a State) which, under the
laws of any State in which any part of the service
in interstate or foreign commerce regulated by this
part is performed, has or may hereafter have juris-
diction to grant or approve certificates of public con-
venience and necessity or permits to motor carriers,
or otherwise to regulate the business of transporta-
tion by motor vehicles, in Intrastate commerce over
the highways of such State.

(3) The term "Commission" means the Interstate
Commerce Commission.

(4) The term "joint board" means any special
board constituted as provided In section 305 of this
chapter.

(5) The term "certificate" means a certificate of
public convenience and necessity issued under this
part to common carriers by motor vehicle.

(6) The term "permit" means a permit issued
under this chapter to contract carriers by motor
vehicle.

(7) The term "license" means a license issued
under this chapter to a broker.

(8) The term "State" means any of the several
States and the District of Columbia.

(9) The term "express company" means any com-
mon carrier by express subject to the provisions of
chapter 1 of this title.

(10) The term " interstate commerce" means com-
merce between any place in a State and any place
in another State or between places in the same State
through another State, whether such commerce moves
wholly by motor vehicle or partly by motor vehicle
and partly by rail, express, or water.

(11) The term "foreign commerce" means com-
merce between any place in the United States and
any place in a foreign country, or between places
in the United States through any foreign country,
whether such commerce moves wholly by motor ve-
hicle or partly by motor vehicle and partly by rail,
express, or water.

(12) The term "highway" means the roads, high-
ways, streets, and ways in any State.

(13) The term "motor vehicle" means any ve,
hicle, machine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer pro-
pelled or drawn by mechanical power and used upon
the highways in the transportation of passengers or
property, but does not include any vehicle, loco-
motive, or car operated exclusively on a rail or rails.

(14) The term "common carrier by motor vehicle"
means any person who or which undertakes, whether
directly or by a lease or any other arrangement, to
transport passengers or property, or any class or
classes of property, for the general public in inter-
state or foreign commerce by motor vehicle for com-
pensation, whether over regular or irregular routes,
including such motor vehicle operations of carriers by
rail or water, and of express or forwarding companies,
except to the extent that these operations are subject
to the provisions of chapter 1 of this title.

(15) The term "contract carrier by motor vehicle"
means any person, not included under paragraph (14)
of this section, who or which, under special and indi-
vidual contracts or agreements, and whether directly
or by a lease or any other arrangement, transports
passengers or property in interstate or foreign com-
merce by motor vehicle for compensation.

(16) The term "motor carrier" includes both a
common carrier by motor vehicle and a contract car.
rier by motor vehicle.
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(17) The term "private carrier of property by
motor vehicle" means any person not included in the
terms "common carrier by motor vehicle" or "con-
tract carrier by motor vehicle", who or which trans-
ports in interstate or foreign commerce by motor
vehicle property of which such person is the owner,
lessee, or bailee, when such transportation is for the
purpose of sale, lease, rent, or bailment, or in further-
ance of any commercial enterprise.

(18) The term "broker" means any person not in-
cluded in the term "motor carrier" and not a bona
fide employee or agent of any such carrier, who or
which, as principal or agent, sells or offers for sale
any transportation subject to this chapter, or nego-
tiates for, or holds himself or itself out by solicitation,
advertisement, or otherwise as one who sells, pro-
vides, furnishes, contracts, or arranges for such
transportation.

(19) The "services" and "transportation" to
which this chapter applies include all vehicles oper-
ated by, for, or in the interest of any motor carrier
irrespective of ownership or of contract, express or
implied, together with all facilities and property op-
erated or controlled by any such carrier or carriers,
and used in the transportation of passengers or prop-
erty in Interstate or foreign commerce or in the per-
formance of any service in connection therewith.

(20) The term "interstate operation" means any
operation in interstate commerce.

(21) The term "foreign operation" means any op-
eration In foreign commerce.

(b) Vehicles excepted from operation of law.
Nothing in this chapter, except the provisions of sec-
tion 304 of this chapter relative to qualifications and
maximum hours of service of employees and safety of
operation or standards of equipment shall be con-
strued to include (1) motor vehicles employed solely
in transporting school children and teachers to or
from school; or (2) taxicabs, or other motor vehicles
performing a bona fide taxicab service, having a
capacity of not more than six passengers and not
operated on a regular route or between fixed termini;
or (3) motor vehicles owned or operated by or on
behalf of hotels and used exclusively for the trans-
portation of hotel patrons between hotels and local
railroad or other common carrier stations; or (4)
motor vehicles operated, under authorization, regu-
lation, and control of the Secretary of the Interior,
principally for the purpose of transporting persons in
and about the national parks and national monu-
ments; or (4a) motor vehicles controlled and oper-
ated by any farmer, and used in the transportation
of his agricultural commodities and products thereof,
or in the transportation of supplies to his farm; or
(4b) motor vehicles controlled and operated by a co-
operative association as defined in section 1141j of
Title 12; or (6) trolley busses operated by electric
power derived from a fixed overhead wire, furnishing
local passenger transportation similar to street-rail-
way service; or (6) motor vehicles used exclusively
In carrying livestock, fish (including shell fish), or
agricultural commodities (not including manufac-
tured products thereof) : or (7) motor vehicles used
exclusively in the distribution of newspapers; nor,
unless and to the extent that the Commission shall
from time to time find that such application is neces-
sary to carry out the policy of Congress enunciated
in section 302 of this chapter, shall the provisions of
this chapter, except the provisions of section 304 of
this chapter relative to qualifications and maximum
hours of service of employees and safety of operation
or standards of equipment apply to: (8) The trans-
portation of passengers or property In Interstate or
foreign commerce wholly within a municipality or
between contiguous municipalities or within a zone
adjacent to and commercially a part of any such
municipality or municipalities, except when such
transportation is under a common control, manage-
ment, or arrangement for a continuous carriage or
shipment to or from a point without such munici-
pality, municipalities, or zone, and provided that the
motor carrier engaged In such transportation of pas-

sengers over regular or Irregular route or routes in
interstate commerce is also lawfully engaged in the
intrastate transportation of passengers over the en-
tire length of such interstate route or routes in ac-
cordance with the laws of each State having juris-
diction; or (9) the casual, occasional, or reciprocal
transportation of passengers or property in interstate
or foreign commerce for compensation by any person
not engaged in transportation by motor vehicle as a
regular occupation or business. (Feb. 4, 18S7, c. 104,
Part II, § 203, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1,
49 Stat. 544.)

§ 304. Powers and duties of commission-(a)
Powers and duties generally. It shall be the duty of
the Commission-

(1) To regulate common carriers by motor vehicle
as provided in this chapter, and to that end the Com-
mission may establish reasofiable requirements with
respect to continuous and adequate service, transpor-
tation of baggage and express, uniform systems of
accounts, records, and reports, preservation of records,
qualifications and maximum hours of service of em-
ployees, and safety of operation and equipment.

(2) To regu!ate contract carriers by motor vehicle
as provided in this chapter, and to that end the Com-
mission may establish reasonable requirements with
respect to uniform systems of accounts, records, and
reports, preservation of records, qualifications and
maximum hours of service of employees, and safety
of operation and equipment.

(3) To establish for private carriers of property
by motor vehicle, if need therefor is found, reason-
able requirements to promote safety of operation, and
to that end prescribe qualifications and maximum
hours of service of employees, and standards of equip-
meat. In the event such requirements are established,
the term " motor carrier" shall be construed to include
private carriers of property by motor vehicle in the
administration of sections 304 (d) and (e) ; 305; 320;
321; 322 (a), (b), (d), (f), and (g); and 324 of
this chapter.

(4) To regulate brokers as provided in this chapter,
and to that end the Commission may establish rea-
sonable requirements with respect to licensing, finan-
cial responsibility, accounts, records, reports, opera-
tions, and practices of any such person or persons.

(5) For the purpose of carrying out the provisions
pertaining to safety, the Commission may avail itself
of the assistance of any of the several research
agencies of the Federal Government having special
knowledge of any such matter, to conduct such scien-
tific and technical researches, investigations, and tests
as may be necessary to promote the safety of opera-
tion and equipment of motor vehicles as provided in
this chapter; the Commission may transfer to such
agency or agencies such funds as may be necessary
and available to make this provision effective.

(6) To administer, execute, and enforce all other
provisions of this chapter, to make all necessary
orders in connection therewith, and to prescribe rules,
regulations, and procedure for such administration;
and

(7) To inquire Into the organization of motor car-
riers and brokers and into the management of their
business, to keep itself Informed as to the manner
and method in which the same is conducted, and to
transmit to Congress, from time to time, such recom-
mendations as to additional legislation relating to
such carriers or brokers as the Commission may deem
necessary.

(b) Application of codes of fair competition. The
provisions of any code of fair competition for any
Industry embracing motor carriers or for any subdi-
vision thereof approved pursuant to chapter 15 of
Title 15 or any present or future Act amendatory
thereof, or supplementary thereto, or in substitution
therefor, which is in conflict or inconsistent with any
action under the provisions of this chapter, shall have
no force or effect after this section becomes effective.

(c) Classification of motor carriers. The Com-
mission may from time to time establish such just
and reasonable classifications of brokers or of groups
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of carriers included In the term "common carrier by
motor vehicle", or "contract carrier by motor ve-
hicle ", as the special nature of the services performed
by such carriers or brokers shall require; and such
just and reasonable rules, regulations, and require-
ments, consistent with the provisions of this chapter,
to be observed by the carriers or brokers so classified
or grouped, as the Commission deems necessary or
desirable in the public interest.

(d) Investigation of complaints; orders. Upon
complaint in writing to the Commission by any per-
son, State. board, organization, or body politic, or
upon its own initiative without complaint, the Com-
mission may investigate whether any motor carrier
or broker has failed to comply with any provision of
this chapter, or with any requirement established
pursuant thereto. If the Commission, after notice
and hearing, finds upon any such investigation that
the motor carrier or broker has failed to comply with
any such provision or requirement, the Commission
shall issue an appropriate order to compel the carrier
or broker to comply therewith. Whenever the Com-
mission is of opinion that any complaint does not
state reasonable grounds for investigation and action
on its part, it may dismiss such complaint.

(e) Rehearings. After a decision, order, or re-
quirement has been made by the Commission in any
proceeding under this chapter, any party thereto may
make application to the Commission for reconsidera-
tion or rehearing of the same, or of any matter deter-
mined therein, and it shall be lawful for the Com-
mission in Its discretion to grant such reconsideration
or a rehearing if sufficient reason therefor be made
to appear. Applications for reconsideration or re-
hearing shall be governed by such general rules as
the Commission may prescribe. No such application
shall excuse any motor carrier or broker from com-
plying with or obeying any decision, order, or require-
ment of the Commission, or operate in any manner
to stay or postpone the enforcement thereof, without

.the special order of .the Commission. If, after such
reconsideration or rehearing, it shall appear that the
original decision, order, or requirement is In any re-
spect unjust or unwarranted, the Commission may
reverse, change, or modify the same accordingly.
Any decision, order, or requirement made after such
reconsideration or rehearing shall be subject to the
same provisions as an original decision, order, or
requirement.

(f) Application of sections 14 and 16 (13) of this
title. The provisions of sections 14 and 16 (13) of
this title, relating to reports, decisions, schedules,
contracts, and other public records, shall apply in the
administration of this chapter. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104,
.Part II, § 204, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49
Stat. 546.)

§ 305. Administration-(a) Hearings by Commis-
sion or examiner. Excepting a matter which is re-
ferred to a joint board as hereinafter provided,
any matter arising in the administration of this
-chapter requiring a hearing shall be heard and de-
cided by the Commission, or shall, by order of the
Commission, be referred to a member or examiner
of the Commission for hearing and the recommenda-
tion of an appropriate order thereon. With respect
to such matter the member or examiner shall have
all the rights, duties, powers, and jurisdiction con-
ferred by this chapter upon the Commission, except
that the order recommended by such member or ex-
aminer shall be subject to the following provisions
of this paragraph. Any order recommended by the
member or examiner with respect to such matter shall
be in writing and be accompanied by the reasons
therefor, and shall be filed with the Commission.
Copies of such recommended order shall be served
upon the persons specified in paragraph (f), who may
file exceptions thereto, but if no exceptions are filed
within 20 days after service upon such persons, or
within such further period as the Commission may
.authorize, such recommended order shall become the
.order of the Commission and become effective, unless

within such period the order Is stayed or postponed
by the Commission. Where exceptions are filed as
herein provided it shall be the duty of the Commis-
sion to consider the same and, if sufficient reason
appears therefor, the Commission shall grant such
review or make such orders or hold or authorize such
further hearings or proceedings In the premises as
may be necessary or proper to carry out the purposes
of this chapter, or the Commission may, on its own
motion, review any such matter and take action
thereon as if exceptions thereto had been filed. The
Commission, after review upon the same record or
as supplemented by a further hearing, shall decide
the matter and make appropriate order thereon.

(b) Joint boards; composition; references of
matters to boards. The Commission shall, when op-
erations of motor carriers or brokers conducted or
proposed to be conducted involve not more than three
States, and the Commission may, in its discretion,
when operations of motor carriers or brokers con-
ducted or proposed to be conducted involve more than
three States, refer to a joint board for appropriate
proceedings thereon, any of the following matters
arising In the administration of this chapter with
respect to such operations: Applications for certifi-
cates, permits, or licenses; the suspension, change,
or revocation of such certificates, permits, or licenses;
applications for the approval and authorization of
consolidations, mergers, and acquisitions of control or
operating contracts; complaints as to violations by
motor carriers or brokers of the requirements estab-
lished under section 304 (a) ; and complaints as to
rates, fares, and charges of motor carriers or the
practices of brokers: Provided, however, That if the
Commission is prevented by legal proceedings from
referring a matter to a joint board, it may determine
such matter as provided in paragraph (a) of this
section. The Commission, in its discretion, may also
refer to a joint board any investigation and suspen-
sion proceeding or other matter not specifically men-
tioned above which may arise under this chapter.
The joint board to which any such matter is referred
shall be composed solely of one member from each
State within which the motor-carrier or brokerage
operations Involved in such matter are or are pro-
posed to be conducted: Provided, That the Commis-
sion may designate an examiner or examiners to ad-
vise with and assist the joint board under such rules
and regulations as it may prescribe. In acting upon
matters so referred joint boards shall be vested with
the same rights, duties, powers, and jurisdiction as
are hereinbefore vested in members or examiners of
the Commission while acting under Its orders In the
administration of this chapter. Orders recommended
by joint boards shall be filed with the Commission,
and shall become orders of the Commission and be-
come effective In the same manner, and shall be sub-
ject to the same procedure, as provided in the case
of orders recommended by members or examiners
under this section.

(c) Creation of joint board; rules and procedure;
nominations for membership; procedure on failure
of board to act. Whenever there arises in the admin-
istration of this chapter any matter that the Com-
mission Is required to refer to a joint board, or that
the Commission determines, in its discretion, to refer
to a joint board, the Commission shall, If no joint
board eligible to consider said mdtter is in existence,
create a joint board to consider the matter when
referred, and to recommend appropriate order thereon.
The Commission shall prescribe rules governing meet-
ings and procedure of joint boards and may, in the
event of legal proceedings preventing reference to a
joint board, determine the matter as provided in
paragraph (a) of this section. Except as herein-
after provided, a joint board shall consist of a mem-
ber from each State in which the motor carrier or
brokerage operations involved are or are proposed
to be conducted. The member from any such State
shall be nominated by the board of such State from
its own membership or otherwise; or if there is no
board in such State or If the board of such State
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falls to make a nomination when requested by the
Commission, then the Governor of such State may
nominate such member. The Commission is author-
ized to appoint as a member upon the Joint board
any such nominee approved by it. If both the Board
and the Governor of any State shall fail to nominate
a joint board member when requested, then the Joint
board shall be constituted without a member from
such State, if members for two or more States shall
have been nominated and approved by the Commis-
sion. All decisions and recommendations by joint
boards shall be by majority vote. If the board of
each State from which a member of a joint board
is entitled to be appointed shall waive action on
any matter referred to such joint board, or if any
joint board fails or refuses to act, or is unable to
agree upon any matter submitted to it within forty-
five days after the matter is referred to it or such
other period as the Commission may authorize, or if
a member shall not be nominated for more than one
State (except only when the operations proposed
shall be into or through territory foreign to the
United States), then such matter shall be decided
as in the case of any matter not required to be re-
ferred to a joint b9ard. When any proceeding re-
quired to be referred to a joint board shall involve
operations of a motor carrier conducted or proposed
to be conducted into or through territory foreign to
the United States, if a single State shall be in-
volved, or if only one State shall make nomination
of a joint board member through its Governor or
State board, then the Commission, in such case, may
receive from that State the nomination of not more
than three members and may appoint such nominees
to constitute the joint board. Members of joint
boards when administering the provisions of this
chapter shall receive such allowances for travel and
subsistence expenses as the Commission shall pro-
vide. A joint board shall continue in existence for
the consideration of matters referred to it by the
Commission until such time as its existence may be
terminated by the Commission. A substitution of
membership upon a joint board from any State may
be made at any time by nomination and appoint-
ment In the same manner as an original nomination
and appointment.

(d) Place of holding hearings. Where practicable
and as the Commission may by rule or order direct,
hearings by any member, examiner, or joint board
upon any matter referred to him or to such board
shall be held at such places within the United States
as are convenient to the parties.

(e) Oaths; attendance of witnesses and production
of documents. So far as may be necessary for the
purposes of this chapter, the Commission and the
members and examiners thereof and joint boards
shall have the same power to administer oaths, and
require by subpena the attendance and testimony of
witnesses and the production of books, papers, tariffs,
contracts, agreements, and documents, and to take
testimony by deposition, relating to any matter under
investigation, as the Commission has in a matter
arising under chapter lof this title; and any person
subpenaed or testifying in connection with any matter
under investigation under this chapter shall have
the same rights, privileges, and Immunities and be
subject to the same duties, liabilities, and penalties
as though such matter arose under chapter 1 of this
title, unless otherwise provided In this chapter.

(f) Notice of proceedings and opportunity for
hearing. In accordance with rules prescribed by the
Commission, reasonable notice shall be afforded, in
connection with any proceeding under this chapter,
to interested parties and to the board of any State,
or to the governor if there be no board, in which
the motor-carrier operations involved In the proceed-
ing are or are proposed to be conducted, and oppor-
tunity for hearing and for intervention in connection

with any such proceeding shall be afforded to all
interested parties.

(g) Joint hearings with state authorities; offices
for boards and state commissions. The Commission
is authorized to confer with or to hold joint hearings
with any authorities of any State in connection with
any matter arising in any proceedings under this
chapter. The Commission Is also authorized to avail
itself of the cooperation, services, records, and facili-
ties of such State authorities as fully as may be
practicable, In the enforcement or administration of
any provision of this chapter. From any space in
the Interstate Commerce Commission Building not
required by the Commission, the Government author-
ity controlling the allocation of space in public build-
ings shall assign for the use of the national organi-
zation of the State commissions and of their represen-
tatives suitable office space and facilities which shall
be at all times available for the use of joint boards
created under this chapter and for members and
representatives of such boards cooperating with the
Commission or with any other Federal commission
or department under this or any other Act; and if
there be no such suitable space in the Interstate Com-
merce Commission Building, the same shall be as-
signed in some other building in convenient proximity
thereto.

(h) Court review of Commission's orders; com-
pelling Commission to take jurisdiction. Any final
order made under this chapter shall be subject to
the same right of relief in court by any party In
Interest as is now provided in respect to orders of
the Commission made under chapter 1 of this title:
Provided, That, where the Commission, in respect
of any matter arising under this chapter, shall have
issued a negative order solely because of a sup-
posed lack of power, any such party in interest may
file a bill of complaint with the appropriate District
Court of the United States, convened under section
43 of Title 28, and such court, if it determines that
the Commission has such power, may enforce by
writ of mandatory injunction the Commission's tak-
ing of jurisdiction.

(i) Application of section 17 of this title. All the
provisions of section 17 of chapter 1 of this title
shall apply to all proceedings under this chapter.

(j) Pecuniary interest in motor carrier under in-
vestigation forbidden. No member or examiner of

-the Commission or member of a joint board shall hold
any official relation to, or own any securities of, or be
in any manner pecuniarily Interested in, any motor
carrier or in any carrier by railroad, water, or other
form of transportation.

(k) Employees, examiners, attorneys, etc.; au-
thority to employ. The Commission Is authorized to
employ, and to fix the compensation of, such experts,
assistants, special agents, examiners, attorneys, and
other employees as in Its judgment may be necessary
or advisable for the convenience of the public and for
the effective administration of this chapter. (Feb. 4,
1887, c. 104, Part 11, § 205, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c.
498, § 1, 49 Stat. 548.)

§ 306. Certificate of convenience and necessity-(a)
Necessity for; motor carriers in bona fide operation
on June 1, 1935. No common carrier by motor vehicle
subject to the provisions of this chapter shall engage
in any interstate or foreign operation on any public
highway, or within any reservation under the exclusive
jurisdiction of the United States, unless there is In
force with respect to such carrier a certificate of
public convenience and necessity issued by the Com-
mission authorizing such operations: Provided, how-
ever, That, subject to section 310, if any such carrier
or predecessor in interest was In bona fide operation
as a common carrier by motor vehicle on June 1, 1935,
over the route or routes or within the territory for
which application is made and has so operated since

27202-35-----19
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that time, or if engaged in furnishing seasonal service
only, was in bona fide operation on June 1, 1935, dur-
ing the season ordinarily covered by its operation,
except in either instance as to interruptions of service
over which the applicant or its predecessor in interest
had no control, the Commission shall issue such cer-
tificate without requiring further proof that public
convenience and necessity will be served by such opera-
tion, and without further proceedings, if application
for such certificate is made to the Commission as
provided In paragraph (b) of this section and within
one hundred and twenty days after this section shall
take effect, and if such carrier was registered on June
1, 1935, under any code of fair competition requiring
registration, the fact of registration shall be evidence
of bona fide operation to be considered in connection
with the Issuance of such certificate. Otherwise the
application for such certificate shall be decided in
accordance with the procedure provided for in section
307 (a) of this chapter and such certificate shall be
issued or denied accordingly. Pending the determina-
tion of any such application the continuance of such
operation shall be lawful: And provided further,
That this paragraph shall not be so construed as to
require any such carrier lawfully engaged in operation
solely within any State to obtain from the Commis-
sion a certificate authorizing the transportation by
such carrier of passengers or property In interstate
or foreign commerce between places within such State
If there be a board In such State having authority
to grant or approve such certificates and If such car-
rier has obtained such certificate from such board.
Such transportation shall, however, be otherwise sub-
ject to the Jurisdiction of the Commission under this
chapter.

(b) Application for certificate; form and contents.
Application for certificates shall be made in writing
to the Commission, be verified under oath, and shall
be in such form and contain such information and be
accompanied by proof of service upon such Interested
parties as the Commission shall, by regulation, require.
Any person, not included within the provisions of
paragraph (a) of this section, who or which is en-
gaged In transportation in Interstate or foreign com-
merce as a common carrier by motor vehicle when
this section takes effect may continue such operation
for a period of one hundred and twenty days there-
after without a certificate and, if application for such
certificate is made to the Commission within such
period, the carrier may, under such regulations as the
Commission shall prescribe, continue such operation
until otherwise ordered by the Commission. (Feb. 4,
1887, c. 104, Part II, § 206, as added Aug. 9, 195, c.
498, § 1, 49 Stat. 551.)

Effective date of section, see section 827 of this chapter.

§ 307. Issuance of certificate-(a) Issuance author-
ized to qualified applicants for regular routes and
between fixed termini. Subject to section 310, a
certificate shall be Issued to any qualified applicant
therefor, authorizing the whole or any part of the
operations covered by the application, if it is found
that the applicant is fit, willing, and able properly to
perform the service proposed and to conform to the
provisions of this chapter and the requirements, rules,
and regulations of the Commission therebnder, and
that the proposed service, to the extent to be author-
ized by the certificate, is or will be required by the
present or future public convenience and necessity;
otherwise such application shall be denied: Provided,
however, That no such certificate shall be Issued to
any common carrier of passengers by motor vehicle for
operations over other than a regular route or routes,
and between fixed termini, except as such carriers may
be authorized to engage in special or charter
operations.

(b) Certificate not to confer proprietary or prop-
erty rights in highway. No certificate issued under
this chapter shall confer any proprietary or property
rights in the use of the public highways. (Feb. 4,
1887, c. 104, Part II. § 207, as added Aug. 9, 1935,
c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 551.)

§ 308. Terms and conditions of certifiate-(a)
Specification of routes and termini; extension of
routes; restriction on additions to equipment. Any
certificate issued under section 306 or 307 shall specify
the service to be rendered and the routes over which,
the fixed termini, If any, between which, and the
intermediate and off-route points, If any, at which, and
in case of operations not over specified routes or be-
tween fixed termini, the territory within which, the
motor carrier is authorized to operate; and there shall,
at the time of Issuance and from time to time there-
after, be attached to the exercise of the privileges
granted by the certificate such reasonable terms, con-
ditions, and limitations as the public convenience and
necessity may from time to time require, including
terms, conditions, and limitations as to the extension
of the route or routes of the carrier, and such terms
and conditions as are necessary to carry out, with
respect to the operations of the carrier, the require-
ments established by the Commission under section
804 (a) (1) and (6): Provided, however, That no
terms, conditions, or limitations shall restrict the right
of the carrier to add to his or Its equipment and fa-
cilities over the routes, between the termini, or within
the territory specified in the certificate, as the devel-
opment of the business and the demands of the public
shall require.

(b) Deviation from route. A common carrier by
motor vehicle operating under any such certificate
may occasionally deviate from the route over which,
and/or the fixed termini between which, it is author-
ized to operate under the certificate, under such
general or special rules and regulations as the Com-
mission may prescribe.

(c) Transportation of special or chartered parties.
Any common carrier by motor vehicle transporting
passengers under a certificate issued under this
chapter may transport in interstate or foreign com-
merce to any place special or chartered parties under
such rules and regulations as the Commission shall
have prescribed.

(d) Transportation of baggage, newspapers, ex-
press or mail. A certificate for the transportation of
passengers may Include authority to transport in the
same vehicle with the passengers, newspapers, bag-
gage of passengers, express, or mail, or to transport
baggage of passengers In a separate vehicle. (Feb. 4,
1887, c. 104, Part II, § 208, as added Aug. 9, 1935,
c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 552.)

§ 309. Contract carriers by motor vehicle-(a)
Permit essential to operation; carriers in bona fide
operation on July 1, 1935; laws relating to national
parks and monuments unaffected. No person shall
engage in the business of, a contract carrier by motor
vehicle In interstate or foreign commerce on any pub-
lic highway or within any reservation under the
exclusive Jurisdiction of the United States unless
there is in force with respect to such carrier a
permit issued by the Commission, authorizing such
person to engage in such business: Provided, That,
subject to section 810, if any such carrier or a prede-
cessor in interest was in bona fide operation as a
contract carrier by motor vehicle on July 1, 1935, over
the route or routes or within the territory for which
application is made and has so operated since that
time, or, if engaged in furnishing seasonal service,
only, was in bona fide operation on July 1, 1935,
during the season ordinarily covered by its operations,
except In either instance as to interruptions of serv-
ice over which the applicant or Its predecessor in
interest had no control, the Commission shall Issue
such permit, without further proceedings, if applica-
tion for such permit is made to the Commission as
provided in paragraph (b) of this section and within
one hundred and twenty days after this section shall
take effect and if such carrier was registered on
July 1, 1935, under any code of fair competition
requiring registration, the fact of registration shall
be evidence of bona fide operation to be considered
In connection with the issuance of such permit. Other-
wise the application for such permit shall be decided
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in accordance with the procedure provided for in
paragraph (b) of this section and such permit shall
be issued or denied accordingly. Pending determina-
tion of any such application the continuance of such
operation shall be lawful. Any person, not included
within the foregoing provisions of this paragraph,
who or which is engaged in transportation as a con-
tract carrier by motor vehicle when this section takes
effect, may continue such operation for a period of
one hundred and twenty days thereafter without a
permit and, if application for such permit is made
within such period, the carrier may, under such regu-
lations as the Commission shall prescribe, continue
such operation until otherwise ordered by the Com-
mission: Provided further, That nothing in this chap-
ter shall be construed to repeal, amend, or otherwise
modify any Act or Acts relating to national parks
and national monuments under the administrative
jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior, or to
withdraw such authority or control as may by law
be held by the Secretary of the Interior with respect
to the admission and operation of motor vehicles in
any national park or national monument of the United
States.

(b) Application for permit; form and contents;
issuance of permit; terms and conditions. Applica-
tions for such permits shall be made to the Com-
mission in writing, be verified under oath, and shall
be in such form and contain such information and
be accompanied by proof of service upon such inter-
ested parties as the Commission may, by regulations,
require. Subject to section 310, a permit shall be
Issued to any qualified applicant therefor author-
lzing in whole or in part the operations covered by
the application, If it appears from the applications
or from any hearing held thereon, that the applicant
is fit, willing, and able properly to perform the
service of a contract carrier by motor vehicle, and to
conform to the provisions of this chapter and the
lawful requirements, rules, and regulations of the
Commission thereunder, and that the proposed opera-
tion, to the extent authorized by the permit, will be
consistent with the public interest and the policy
declared in section 302 (a) of this chapter; other-
wise such application shall be denied. The Com-
mission shall specify In the permit the business of
the contract carrier covered thereby and the scope
thereof and shall attach to it, at the time of issuance,
and from time to time thereafter, such reasonable
terms, conditions, and limitations consistent with the
character of the holder as a contract carrier as are
necessary to carry out, with respect to the opera-
tions of such carrier, the requirements established
by the Commission under section 304 (a) (2) and
(6): Provided, however, That no terms, conditions,
or limitations shall restrict the right of the carrier
to substitute or add contracts within the scope of
the permit, or to add to his or its equipment and
facilities, within the scope of the permit, as the
development of the business and the demands of the
public may require. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II,
§ 209, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat.
552.)

Effective date of section, see section 327 of this chapter.

§ 310. Dual operation. No person, after Sanuary
1, 1936, shall at the same time hold under this
chapter a certificate as a common carrier and a
permit as a contract carrier authorizing operation
for the transportation of property by motor vehicle
over the same route or within the same territory,
unless for good cause shown the Commission shall
find that such certificate and permit may be held con-
sistently with the public interest and with the policy
declared in section 302 (a) of this chapter. (Feb. 4,
1887, c. 104, Part II. § 210, as added Aug. 9, 1935,
c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 554.)

§311. Motor transportation brokers-(a) License
required. No person shall for compensation sell or
offer for sale transportation subject to this chapter
or shall make any contract, agreement, or arrange-

ment to provide, procure, furnish, or arrange for
such transportation or shall hold himself or itself
out by advertisement, solicitation, or otherwise as
one who sells, provides, procures, contracts, or ar-
ranges for such transportation, unless such person
holds a broker's license issued by the Commission
to engage in such transactions: Provided, however,
That no such person shall engage In transportation
subject to this chapter unless he holds a certificate
or permit as provided In this chapter. In the execu-
tion of any contract, agreement, or arrangement to
sell, provide, procure, furnish, or arrange for such
transportation, It shall be unlawful for such person
to employ any carrier by motor vehicle who or which
is not the lawful holder of an effective certificate or
permit issued as provided in this chapter: And pro-
vided further, That the provisions of this paragraph
shall not apply to any carrier holding a certificate
or a permit under the provisions of this chapter or
to any bona fide employee or agent of such motor
carrier, so far as concerns transportation to be fur-
nished wholly by such carrier or jointly with other
motor carriers holding like certificates or permits,
or with a common carrier by railroad, express, or
water.

(b) Issuance of license; brokers in operation prior
to enactment of section. A brokerage license shall
be issued to any qualified applicant therefor, author-
izing the whole or any part of the operations covered
by the application, if It is found that the applicant
is fit, willing, and able properly to perform the
service proposed and to conform to the provisions
of this chapter and the requirements, rules, and
regulations of the Commission thereunder, and that
the proposed service, to the extent to be authorized
by the license, is, or will be consistent with the public
interest and the policy declared in section 302 (a)
of this chapter; otherwise such application shall be
denied. Any broker in operation when this section
takes effect may continue such operation for a period
of one hundred and twenty days thereafter without
a license, and if application for such license is made
within such period, the broker may, under such regula-
tions as the Commission shall prescribe, continue
such operations until otherwise ordered by the Com-
mission.

(c) Rules and regulations; bond or other security
required. The Commission shall prescribe reason-
able rules and regulations for the protection of
travelers or shippers by motor vehicle, to be observed,
by any person holding a brokerage license, and 'no
such license shall be issued or remain in force unless
such person shall have furnished a bond or other
security approved by the Commission, in such form
and amount as will insure financial responsibility and
the supplying of authorized transportation in accord-
ance with contracts, agreements, or arrangements
therefor.

(d) Inspection of accounts, records, etc. The
Commission and Its special agents and examiners
shall have the same authority as to accounts, reports,
and records, including inspection and preservation
thereof, of any person holding a brokerage license
issued under the provisions of this section, that they
have under this chapter with respect to motor car-
riers subject thereto. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II,
§ 211, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 554.)

Effective date of section, see section 827 of this chapter.
§ 312. Suspension, change, revocation and transfer

of certificates, permits and licenses. (a) Certificates,
permits, and licenses shall be effective from the date
specified therein, and shall remain in effect until
terminated as herein provided. Any such certificate,
permit, or license may, upon application of the holder
thereof, in the discretion of the Commission, be
amended or revoked, in whole or in part, or may upon
complaint, or on the Commission's own initiative,
after notice and hearing, be suspended, changed, or
revoked, in whole or in part, for willful failure to
comply with any provision of this chapter, or with
any lawful order, rule, or regulation of the Com-
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mission promulgated thereunder, or with any term,
condition, or limitation of such certificate, permit, or
license: Provided, however, That no such certificate,
permit, or license shall be revoked (except upon ap-
plication of the holder) unless the holder thereof
willfully fails to comply, within a reasonable time,
not less than ninety days, to be fixed by the Com-
mission, with a lawful order of the Commission, made
as provided in section 304 (d), commanding obedience
to the provision of this chapter, or to the rule or regu-
lation of the Commission thereunder, or to the term,
condition, or limitation of such certificate, permit, or
license, found by the Commission to have been violated
by such holder.

(b) Except as provided in section 313, any certifi-
cate or permit may be transferred, pursuant to such
rules and regulations as the Commission may pre-
scribe. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II, § 212, as added
Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 555.)

§ 313. Consolidation, merger, acquisition and con-
trol-(a) Authorization; application; notice, hear-
ing and order; application by carrier or person not a
motor carrier, application of provisions relating to
accounts, records, etc. It shall be lawful, under the
conditions specified below, but under no other condi-
tions, for two or more motor carriers which are not
also carriers by railroad to consolidate or merge their
properties, or any part thereof, Into one corporation
for the ownership, management, and/or operation of
the properties theretofore in separate ownership; or
for any such motor carriers or two or more such car-
riers jointly, to purchase, lease, or contract to operate
the properties, or any part thereof, of another such
carrier; or for any such motor carrier or two or more
such carriers jointly, to acquire control of another such
carrier through purchase of its stock; or for a person
which Is not a motor carrier or a carrier by railroad,
or express, or water to acquire control of two or more
motor carriers through ownership of their stock; or for
any such person which has control of one or more
motor carriers to acquire control of another such
carrier through ownership of its stock; or for a car-
rier by railroad, express, or water to consolidate, or
merge with, or acquire control of, any motor carrier
or to purchase, lease, or contract to operate its prop-
erties, or any part thereof.

(1) Whenever a consolidation, merger, purchase,
lease, operating con-tract, or acquisition of control Is
proposed under this section, the carrier or carriers or
the person seeking authority therefor shall present an
application to the Commission, and thereupon the Com-
mission shall notify the Governor of each State In
which any part of the properties or operations of the
carriers involved in the proposed transaction Is sit-
uated, and also such carriers and the applicant or
applicants, and other parties known to have a substan-
tial interest in the proceeding of the time and place
for a public hearing. If after such hearing the Com-
mission finds that the transaction proposed will ne
consistent with the public interest and that the con-
ditions of this section have been or will be fulfilled,
it may enter an order approving and authorizing such
consolidation, merger, purchase, lease, operating con-
tract, or acquisition of control, upon such terms and
conditions as it shall find to be just and reasonable and
with such modifications as it may prescribe: Provided,
however, That if a carrier other than a motor carrier
is an applicant, or any person which is controlled by
such a carrier other than a motor carrier or affiliated
therewith within the meaning of section 5 (8) of this
title, the Commission shall not enter such an order
unless It finds that the transaction proposed will pro-
mote the public interest by enabling such carrier other
than a motor carrier to use service by motor vehicle to
public advantage in its operations and will not unduly
restrain competition.

(2) Whenever a person Which Is not a motor carrier
is authorized, by an order entered under subparagraph
(1) of this section, to acquire control of any such
carrier or of two or more such carriers, such person
thereafter shall, to the extent provided by the Commis-

sion, for the purposes of section 304 (a) (1), and
section 320 (a) and (b), relating to accounts, records,
and reports, and to the inspection of facilities and
records, including the penalties applicable in the case
of violations thereof, be subject to the provisions of
this chapter.

(b) Effectuating control in common interest ex-
cept as provided by this section unlawful; exception
as to railroads; investigation, hearing and order.
(1) It shall be unlawful for any person, except as pro-
vided in paragraph (a), to accomplish or effectuate, or
to participate in accomplishing or effectuating, the con-
trol or management In a common interest of any two or
more motor carriers which are not also carriers by
railroad, however such result is attained, whether di-
rectly or indirectly, by use of common directors, offi-
cers, or stockholders, a holding or investment company
or companies, a voting trust or trusts, or in any other
manner whatsoever., It shall be unlawful to continue
to maintain control or management accomplished or
effectuated after Aug. 9, 1935 and in violation of
this paragraph. As used in this paragraph, the words
"control or management " shall be construed to in-
clude the power to exercise control or management.

(2) The Commission Is hereby authorized, upon
complaint or upon its own initiative without com-
plaint, but after notice and hearing, to investigate and
determine whether any person is violating the provi-
sions of paragraph (b) (1) of this section. If the
Commission finds after such investigation that such
person is violating the provisions of such paragraph,
It shall by order require such person to take such
action consistent with the provisions of this chapter
as may be necessary, in the opinion of the Commission,
to prevent further violation of such provisions.

(3) For the purposes of this section, wherever ref-
erence is made to control, it is immaterial whether
such control is direct or indirect.

(c) Jurisdiction of district courts to restrain viola-
tions and enforce orders. The district courts of the
United States shall have jurisdiction upon the applica-
tion of the Commission, alleging a violation of any
of the provisions of this section or disobedience of any
order issued by the Commission thereunder by any
person, to issue such writs of Injunction or other
proper process, mandatory or otherwise, as may be
necessary to restrain such person from violation of
such provision or to compel obedience to such order.

(d) Supplemental orders. The Commission may
from time to time, for good cause shown, make such
orders, supplemental to any order made under para-
graphs (a) or (b), as it may deem necessary or ap-
propriate.

(e) Number of vehicles involved as affecting appli-
cation of section. Except where a carrier other than
a motor carrier is an applicant or any person which
is controlled by such a carrier or carriers by railroad
or affiliated therewith within the meaning of section
5 (8) of this title, the provisions of this section re-
quiring authority from the Commission for consolida-
tion, merger, purchase, lease, operating contract, or
acquisition of control shall not apply where the total
number of motor vehicles involved is not more than
twenty.

(f) Relief from operation of antitrust laws. The
carriers and any person affected by any order made
under the foregoing provisions of this section shall
be, and they are hereby, relieved from the operation of
the "antitrust laws ", as designated in section 12 of
Title 15, and of all other restraints or prohibitions by
or Imposed under authority of law, State or Federal,
Insofar as may be necessary to enable them to do
anything authorized or required by such order. (Feb.
4, 1887, c. 104, Part II, § 213, as added Aug. 9, 1935,
c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 555.)

§ 314. Issuance of securities. Common or contract
carriers by motor vehicle, corporations organized
for the purpose of engaging in transportation as such
carriers, and corporations authorized by order en-
tered under section 313 (a) (1) to acquire control
of any such carrier, or of two or more such carriers,
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shall be subject to the provisions of paragraphs 2 to
11, inclusive, of sectioff 20a of this title (including
penalties applicable in cases of violations thereof):
Provided, however, That said provisions shall not
apply to such carriers or corporations where the par
value of the securities to be issued, together with
the par value of the securities then outstanding, does
not exceed $500,000. In the case of securities having
no par value, the par value for the purpose of this
section shall be the fair market value as of the date
of their issue. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II, § 214,
as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 557.)

§ 315. Security for protection of public. No certif-
icate or permit shall be issued to a motor carrier or
remain in force, unless such carrier complies with
such reasonable rules and regulations as the Commis-
sion shall prescribe governing the filing and approval
of surety bonds, policies of insurance, qualifications
as a self-insurer or other securities or agreements,
In such reasonable amount as the Commission may
require, conditioned to pay, within the amount of
such surety bonds, policies of insurance, qualifica-
tions as a self-insurer or other securities or agree-
ments, any final judgment recovered against such
motor carrier for bodily injuries to or the death of
any person resulting from the negligent operation,
maintenance, or use of motor vehicles under such
certificate or permit, or for loss or damage to property
of others. The Commission may, in its discretion and
under such rules and regulations as It shall prescribe,
require any such common carrier to file a surety bond,
policies of insurance, qualifications as a self-insurer,
or other securities or agreements, In a sum to be
determined by the Commission, to be conditioned upon
such carrier making compensation to shippers and/or
consignees for all property belong [sic] to shippers
and/or consignees, and coming into the possession of
such carrier In connection with Its transportation
service. Any carrier which may be required by law
to compensate a shipper and/or consignee for any
loss, damage, or default for which a connecting motor
common carrier Is legally responsible shall be sub-
rogated to the rights of such shipper and/or con-
signee under any such bond, policies of insurance, or
other securities or agreements, to the extent of the
sum so paid. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II, § 215,
as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 557.)

§ 316. Rates, fares and charges-(a) Duty to estab-
lish reasonable rates, etc.; service and equipment;
rules and regulations; reasonable divisions of joint
fares. It shall be the duty of every common carrier
of passengers by motor vehicle to establish reasonable
through routes with other such common carriers and
to provide safe and adequate service, equipment, and
facilities for the transportation of passengers in
interstate or foreign commerce; to establish, observe,
and enforce just and reasonable individual and joint
rates, fares, and charges, and just and reasonable
regulations and practices relating thereto, and to the
Issuance, form, and substance of tickets, the carrying
of personal, sample, and excess baggage, the facilities
for transportation, and all other matters relating to
or connected with the transportation of passengers In
Interstate or foreign commerce; and in case of such
joint rates, fares, and charges, to establish just,
reasonable, and equitable divisions thereof as between
the carriers participating therein which shall not
unduly prefer or prejudice any of such participating
carriers.

(b) Rates, facilities for carriers of property. It
shall be the duty of every common carrier of property
by motor vehicle to provide safe and adequate service,
equipment, and facilities for the transportation of
property in Interstate or foreign commerce; to estab-
lish, observe, and enforce Just and reasonable rates,
charges, and classifications, and just and reasonable
regulations and practices relating thereto and to the
manner and method of presenting, marking, packing,
and delivering property for transportation, the facili-
ties for transportation, and all other matters relating

to or connected with the transportation of property
in interstate or foreign commerce.

(c) Through routes and joint rates. Common car-
riers of property by motor vehicle may establish rea-
sonable through routes and joint rates, charges, and
classifications with other such carriers or with com-
mon carriers by railroad and/or express and/or water;
and common carriers of passengers by motor vehicle
may establish reasonable through routes and joint
rates, fares, or charges with common carriers by rail-
road and/or water. In case of such joint rates, fares,
or charges it shall be the duty of the carriers parties
thereto to establish just and reasonable regulations
and practices in connection therewith, and just, rea-
sonable, and equitable divisions thereof as between
the carriers participating therein which shall not un-
duly prefer or prejudice any of such participating
carriers.

(d) Undue preferences or prejudices prohibited.
It shall be unlawful for any common carrier by motor
vehicle engaged in interstate or foreign commerce to
make, give, or cause any undue or unreasonable pref-
erence or advantage to any particular person, port,
gateway, locality, or description of traffic in any re-
spect whatsoever, or to subject any particular person,
port, gateway, locality, or descripfion of traffic to any
unjust discrimination or any undue or unreasonable
prejudice or disadvantage in any respect whatsoever:
Provided, however, That this paragraph shall not be
construed to apply to discriminations, prejudice or dis-
advantage to the traffic of any other carrier of what-
ever description.

(e) Complaints to and investigation by commis-
sion; power of commission to fix reasonable rates,
regulations, etc. Any person, State board, organiza-
tion, or body politic may make complaint In writing
to the Commission that any such rate, fare, charge,
classification, rule, regulation, or practice In effect or
proposed to be put Into effect, is or will be in violation
of this section or of section 317. Whenever, after
hearing, upon complaint or In an investigation on its
own initiative, the Commission shall be of the opinion
that any Individual or joint rate, fare, or charge, de-
manded, charged, or collected by any common carrier
or carriers by motor vehicle or by any common carrier
or carriers by motor vehicle in conjunction with any
common carrier or carriers by railroad and/or express,
and/or water for transportation in interstate or
foreign commerce, or any classification, rule, regula-
tion, or practice whatsoever of such carrier or carriers
affecting such rate, fare, or charge or the value of the
service thereunder, is or will be unjust or unreason-
able, or unjustly discriminatory or unduly preferential
or unduly prejudicial, it shall determine and prescribe
the lawful rate, fare, or charge or the maximum or
minimum, or maximum and minimum rate, fare, or
charge thereafter to be observed, or the lawful classi-
fication, rule, regulation, or practice thereafter to be
made effective and the Commission shall, whenever
deemed by It to be necessary or desirable in the public
interest, after hearing, upon complaint or upon Its own
initiative without a complaint, establish through
routes and joint rates, fares, charges, regulations, or
practices, applicable to the transportation of passen-
gers by common carriers by motor vehicle, or the max-
ima or minima, or maxima and minima, to be charged,
and the terms and conditions under which such
through routes shall be operated: Provided, however,
That nothing in this chapter shall empower the Com-
mission to prescribe, or In any manner regulate, the
rate, fare, or charge for intrastate transportation, or
for any service connected therewith, for the purpose
of removing discrimination against interstate com-
merce or for any other purpose whatever.

(f) Commission empowered to establish just divi-
sion of joint rates. Whenever, after hearing, upon
complaint or upon Its own initiative, the Commission
is of opinion that the divisions of Joint rates, fares,
or charges, applicable to the transportation In Inter-
state or foreign commerce of passengers or property
by common carriers by motor vehicle or by such
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carriers in conjunction with common carriers by
railroad and/or express, and/or water are or will
be unjust, unreasonable, inequitable, or unduly pref-
erential or prejudicial as between the carriers parties
thereto (whether agreed upon by such carriers, or
any of them, or otherwise established), the Com-
mission shall by order prescribe the just, reasonable,
and equitable divisions thereof to be received by the
several carriers, and in cases where the joint rate,
fare, or charge was established pursuant to a finding
or order of the Commission and the divisions thereof
are found by it to have been unjust, unreasonable,
or inequitable, or unduly preferential or prejudicial,
the Commission may also by order determine what
would have been the just, reasonable, and equitable
divisions thereof to be received by the several carriers,
and require adjustment to be made in accordance
therewith. The order of the Commission may require
the adjustment of divisions between the carriers, in
accordance with the order, from the date of filing
the complaint or entry of order of investigation or
such other date subsequent as the Commission finds
justified and, in the case of joint rates prescribed by
the Commission, the order as to divisions may be
made effective as a part of the original order.

(g) New rates; determination of fairness by com-
mission; suspension. Whenever there shall be filed
with the Commission any schedule stating a new
individual or joint rate, fare, charge, or classification
for the transportation of passengers or property by
a common carrier or carriers by motor vehicle, or by
any such carrier or carriers in conjunction with a
common carrier or carriers by railroad and/or ex-
press, and/or water in interstate or foreign commerce,
or any rule, regulation, or practice affecting such
rate, fare, or charge, or the value of the service
thereunder, the Commission is hereby authorized and
empowered upon complaint of any interested party
or upon its own initiative at once and, if it so orders,
without answer or other formal pleading by the
interested carrier or carriers, but upon reasonable
notice, to enter upon a hearing concerning the law-
fulness of such rate, fare, or charge, or such rule,
regulation, or practice, and pending such hearing and
the decision thereon the Commission, by filing with
such schedule and delivering to the carrier or carriers
affected thereby a statement in writing of its reasons
for such suspension, may suspend the operation of
such schedule and defer the use of such rate, fare,
or charge, or such rule, regulation, or practice, for
a period of ninety days and If the proceeding has not
been concluded and a final order made within such
period the Commission may, from time to time, ex-
tend the period of suspension by order, but not for
a longer period In the aggregate than one hundred
and eighty days beyond the time when it would other-
wise go into effect; and after hearing, whether com-
pleted before or after the rate, fare, charge, classifi-
cation, rule, regulation, or practice goes Into effect,
the Commission may make such order with reference
thereto as would be proper In a proceeding Instituted
after it had become effective. If the proceeding has
not been concluded and an order made within the
period of suspension, the proposed change of rate, fare,
or charge, or classification, rule, regulation, or prac-
tice, shall go into effect at the end of such period:
Provided, That this paragraph shall not apply to any
initial schedule or schedules filed by any such carrier
in bona fide operation when this section takes effect.

(h) Good will, earning power or certificate inad-
missible in proceedings to determine rates. In any
proceeding to determine the justness or reasonableness
of any rate, fare, or charge of any such carrier, there
shall not be taken into consideration or allowed as
evidence or elements of value of the property of such
carrier, either good will, earning power, or the certifi-
cate under which such carrier is operating; and in
applying for and receiving a certificate under this
chapter any such carrier shall be deemed to have
agreed to the provisions of this paragraph, on its own
behalf and on behalf of all transferees of such certifi-
cate.

(i) Transportation needs and fair return con-
sidered in determining rates, etc. In the exercise of
its power to prescribe just and reasonable rates for
the transportation of passengers or property by com-
mon carriers by motor vehicle the Commission shall
give due consideration, among other factors, to the
inherent advantages of transportation by such carriers
to the effect of rates upon 'the movement of traffic by
such carriers; to the need, in the public interest, of
adequate and efficient transportation service by such
carriers at the lowest cost consistent with the fur-
nishing of such service; and to the need of revenues
safficient to enable such carriers, under honest, eco-
nomical, and efficient management, to provide such
service.

(j) Effect on remedy or right of action. Nothing
in this section shall be held to extinguish any remedy
or right of action not inconsistent herewith. (Feb. 4,
1887, c. 104, Part II, § 216, as added Aug. 9, 1935,
c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 558.)

Effective date of section, see section 827 of this title.
§ 317. Tariffs of common carriers by motor vehi-

cle-(a) Filing, posting and publication. Every
common carrier by motor vehicle shall file with the
Commission, and print, and keep open to public inspec-
tion, tariffs showing all the rates, fares, and charges
for transportation, and all services in connection there-
with, of passengers or property in interstate or foreign
commerce between points on its own route and between
points on its own route and points on the route of any
other such carrier, or on the route of any common
carrier by railroad and/or express and/or water, when
a through route and joint rate shall have been estab-
lished. Such rates, fares, and charges shall be stated
in terms of lawful money of the United States. The
tariffs required by this section shall be published, filed,
and posted in such form and manner, and shall con-
tain such information, as the Commission by regula-
tions shall prescribe; and the Commission is author-
ized to reject any tariff filed with it which Is not in
consonance with this section and with such regulations.
Any tariff so rejected by the Commission shall be
void and its use shall be unlawful.

(b) Deviation from rates and regulations enu-
merated in tariff forbidden; undue preferences. No
common carrier by motor vehicle shall charge or de-
mand or collect or receive a greater or less or
different compensation for transportation or for any
service in connection therewith between the points
enumerated in such tariff than the rates, fares, and
charges specified in the tariffs in effect at the time;
and no such carrier shall refund or remit in any
manner or by any device, directly or indirectly,
or through any agent or broker or otherwise, any
portion of the rates, fares, or charges so specified, or
extend to any person any privileges or facilities for
transportation in interstate or foreign commerce ex-
cept such as are specified In its tariffs: Provided, That
the provisions of sections 1 (7) and 22 (1) of this
title shall apply to common carriers by motor vehicles
subject to this chapter.

(c) Change in tariffs; filing and posting notice;
powers of commission. No change shall be made in
any rate, fare, charge, or classification, or any rule,
regulation, or practice affecting such rate, fare, charge,
or classification, or the value of the service thereunder,
specified In any effective tariff of a common carrier
by motor vehicle, except after 30 days' notice of the
proposed change filed and posted in accordance with
paragraph (a) of this section. Such notice shall
plainly state the change proposed to be made and the
time when such change will take effect. The Com-
mission may, in its discretion and for good cause
shown, allow such change upon notice less than that
herein specified, or modify the requirements of this
section with respect to posting and filing of tariffs
either in particular instances or by general order
applicable to special or peculiar circumstances or
conditions.

(d) Transportation without filing tariff forbidden.
No common carrier by motor vehicle, unless otherwise
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provided by this chapter, shall engage in the trans-
portation of passengers or property unless the rates,
fares, and charges upon which the same are trans-
ported by said carrier have been filed and published
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.
(Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part I, § 217, as added Aug. 9,
1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 560.)

§ 318. Schedules of contract carriers by motor
vehicle-(a) Filing and posting schedules and con-
tracts affecting rates; notice of and hearing on pro-
posed changes; undue preferences. It shall be the
duty of every contract carrier by motor vehicle to file
with the Commission, publish, and keep open for
public inspection, in the form and manner prescribed
by the Commission, schedules or, in the discretion
of the Commission, copies of contracts containing
the minimum charges of such carrier for the trans-
portation of passengers or property in Interstate or
foreign commerce, and any rule, regulation, or prac-
tice affecting such charges and the value of the service
thereunder. No such contract carrier, unless other-
wise provided by this chapter, shall engage in the
transportation of passengers or property In interstate
or foreign commerce unless the minimum charges for
such transportation by said carrier have been pub-
lished, filed, and posted In accordance with the pro-
visions of this chapter. No reduction shall be made
in any such charge either directly or by means of
any change In any rule, regulation, or practice affect-
ing such charge or the value of service thereunder,
except after thirty days' notice of the proposed change
filed In the aforesaid form and manner; but the
Commission may, In its discretion and for good cause
shown, allow such change upon less notice, or modify
the requirements of this paragraph with respect to
posting and filing of such schedules or copies of con-
tracts, either in particular instances, or by general
order applicable to special or peculiar circumstances
or conditions. Such notice shall plainly state the
change proposed to be made and the time when such
change will take effect. No such carrier shall demand,
charge, or collect a less compensation for such trans-
portation than the charges filed in accordance with
this paragraph, as affected by any rule, regulation,
or practice so filed, or as may be prescribed by the
Commission from time to time, and It shall be unlaw-
ful for any such carrier, by the furnishing of special
services, facilities, or privileges, or by any other device
whatsoever, to charge, accept, or receive less than the
minimum charges so filed or prescribed: Provied,
That any such carrier or carriers, or any class or
group thereof, may apply to the Commission for relief
from the provisions of this paragraph, and the Com-
mission may, after hearing, grant such relief to such
extent and for such time, and in such manner as in
Its judgment is consistent with the public interest
and the policy declared In section 802 (a) of this
chapter.

(b) Complaints and investigations; hearings and
orders of commission. Whenever, after hearing upon
complaint or its own initiative, the Commission finds
that any charge of any contract carrier or carriers
by motor vehicle, or any rule, regulation, or practice
of any such carrier or carriers affecting such charge,
or the value of the service thereunder, for the trans-
portation of passengers or property' in interstate or
foreign commerce, contravenes the policy declared
in section 302 (a) of this chapter, the Commission
may prescribe such minimum charge, or such rule,
regulation, or practice as in its judgment may be
necessary or desirable In the public intferest and to
promote the policy declared in said section. Such
minimum charge, or such rule, regulation, or practice,
so prescribed by the Commission, shall give no advan-
tage or preference to any such carrier in competition
with any common carrier by motor vehicle subject to
this chapter, which the Commission may find to be
undue or Inconsistent with the public Interest and
the policy declared In said section, and the Commis-
sion shall give due consideration to the cost of the
services rendered by such carriers and to the effect
of such minimum charge, or such rules, regulations,

or practices, upon the movement of traffic by such
carriers. All complaints shall state fully the facts
complained of and the reasons for such complaint
and shall be made under oath.

(c) Reduction in rates; hearings and orders of
commission; suspension. Whenever there shall be
filed with the Commission by any such contract
carrier any schedule or contract stating a reduced
charge directly, or by means of any rule, regulation,
or practice, for the transportation of passengers or
property In Interstate or foreign commerce, the Com-
mission Is hereby authorized and empowered upon
complaint of interested parties or upon its own ini-
tiative at once and, if it so orders, without answer
or other formal pleading by the interested party,
but upon reasonable notice, to enter upon a hearing
concerning the lawfulness of such charge, or such
rule, regulation, or practice, and pending such hear-
ing and the decision thereon the Commission, by filing
with such schedule or contract and delivering to the
carrier affected thereby a statement in writing of
its reasons for such suspension, may suspend the
operation of such schedule or contract and defer
the use of such charge, or such rule, regulation, or
practice, for a period of ninety days, and if the
proceeding has not been concluded and a final order
made within such period the Commission may, from
time to time, extend the period of suspension, but
not for a longer period In the aggregate than one
hundred and eighty days beyond the time when it
would otherwise go into effect; and after hearing,
whether completed before or after the charge, or
rule, regulation, or practice goes into effect, the Com-
mission may make such order with reference thereto
as would be proper in a proceeding instituted after
it had become effective. If the proceeding has not
been concluded and an order made within the period
of suspension, the proposed change in any charge or
rule, regulation, or practice shall go into effect at
the end of such period: Provided, That this paragraph
shall not apply to any initial schedule or schedules,
or contract or contracts, filed by any such carrier in
bona fide operation when this section takes effect.
(Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II, § 218, as added. Aug.
9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 561.)

For effective date of section, see section 827 of this title.

1 319. Receipts or bills of lading; application of
section 20 (11). The provisions of section 20 (11) of
this title shall apply with like force and effect to
receipts or bills of lading of common carriers by
motor vehicle. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II, § 219,
as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 563.)

§ 320. Accounts, records and reports-(a) Reports,
authority of commission to require; form and con-
tents; contracts affecting transportation, filing. The
Commission is hereby authorized to require annual,
periodical, or special reports from all motor carriers,
to prescribe the manner and form in which such
reports shall be made, and to require from such
carriers specific answers to all questions upon which
the Commission may deem information to be neces-
sary. Such reports shall be under oath whenever the
Commission so requires. The Commission may also
require any motor carrier to file with it a true copy
of each or any contract, agreement, or arrangement
between such carrier and any other carrier or person
in relation to any traffic affected by the provisions of
this chapter, to which he or It may be a party.

(b) Accounts, records, etc.; form and contents;
inspection of records and property by Commission or
examiners. The Commission may, in Its discretion,
prescribe the forms of any and all accounts, records,
and memoranda to be kept by motor carriers and the
length of time such accounts, records, and memoranda
shall be preserved, including the accounts, records, and
memoranda of the movement of traffic, as well as of
the receipts and expenditures of money. The Commis-
sion or its duly authorized special agents or exam-
iners shall at all times have access to all lands, build-
ings, or equipment of motor carriers used in connec-
tion with interstate or foreign operation and also all
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accounts, records, and memoranda, including all doc-
uments, papers, and correspondence now or hereafter
existing, and kept, or required to be kept, by motor
carriers. The special agents or examiners of the
Commission shall have authority under its order to
Inspect and examine any and all such lands, build-
ings, equipment, accounts, records, and memoranda,
Including all documents, papers, and correspondence
now or hereafter existing and kept or required to be
kept by such carriers. This provision shall apply to
receivers of carriers and to operating trustees and,
to the extent deemed necessary by the Commission, to
persons having control, direct or indirect, over or
affiliated with any motor carrier.

(c) "Motor carriers" as including brokers. As
used in this section the term "motor carriers" in-
cludes brokers. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II, § 220,
as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 563.)

§ 321. Orders, notices and service of proces.4-(a)
Designation of agent for service of notice or orders;
manner of service. It shall be the duty of every
motor carrier to file with the board of each State in
which it operates under a certificate or permit issued
under this chapter, and with the Commission, a desig-
nation in writing of the name and post-office address
of a person upon whom or which service of notices or
orders may be made under this chapter. ' Such desig-
nation may from time to time be changed by like
writing similarly filed. Service of notices or orders
in proceedings under this chapter may be made upon
a motor carrier by personal service upon It or upon
the person so designated by it, or by registered mail
addressed to it or to such person at the address filed.
In default of such designation, service of any notice
or order may be made by posting In the office of the
secretary or clerk of the board of the State wherein
the motor carrier maintains headquarters and in the
office of the secretary of the Commission. Whenever
notice Is given by mail as provided herein the date
of mailing shall be considered as the time when notice
is served.

(b) Effective date and duration of orders of com-
mission. Except as otherwise provided In this chap-
ter, all orders of the Commission shall take effect
within such reasonable time as the Commission may
prescribe and shall continue In force until its further
order, or for a specified period of time, according as
shall be prescribed In the order, unless the same shall
be suspended or modified or set aside by the Com-
mission, or be suspended or set aside by a court of
competent jurisdiction.

(c) Designation of agent for service of process.
Every motor carrier shall also file with the board of
each State in which it operates a designation in writ-
ing of the name and post-office address of a person
in such State upon whom process issued by or under
the authority of any court having jurisdiction of the
subject matter may be served in any proceeding at
law or equity brought against such carrier. Such
designation may from time to time be changed by like
writing similarly filed. In the event such carrier falls
to file such designation, service may be made upon
any agent of such motor carrier within such State.

(d) "Motor carriers " as including brokers. As
used In this section, the term "motor carriers "
includes brokers. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II,
§ 221, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat.
563.)

§ 322. Unlawful operation-(a) Violation of chap-
ter or rules or orders; penalty where none otherwise
provided. Any person knowingly and willfully violat-
ing any provision of this chapter, or any rule, regula-
tion, requirement, or order thereunder, or any term
or condition of any certificate, permit, or license, for
which a penalty is not otherwise herein provided,
shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than
$100 for the first offense and not more than $500 for
any subsequent offense. Each day of such violation
shall constitute a separate offense.

(b) Jurisdiction of district courts to restrain viola-
tions and enforce orders. If any motor carrier or

broker operates in violation of any provision of
this chapter (except as to the reasonableness of
rates, fares, or charges and the discriminatory char-
acter thereof), or any rule, regulation, requirement,
or order thereunder, or of any term or condition of
any certificate or permit, the Commission or its duly
authorized agent may apply to the district court of
the United S ates for any district where such motor
carrier or broker operates, for the enforcement of
such provision of this chapter, or of such rule, regula-
tion, requirement, order, term, of condition; and such
court shall have jurisdiction to enforce obedience
thereto by a writ of Injunction or by other process,
mandatory or otherwise, restraining such carrier or
broker, his or its officers, agents, employees, and rep-
resentatives from further violation of such provision
of this chapter or of such rule, regulation, require-
ment, order, term, or condition and enjoining upon
It or them obedience thereto.

(c) Participation in unjust discrimination; evasion
of regulations; penalty. Any person, whether carrier,
shipper, consignee, or broker, or any officer, employee,
agent, or representative thereof, who shall know-
ingly offer, grant, or give, or solicit, accept, or receive
any rebate, concession, or discrimination in violation
of any provision of this chapter, or who by means of
any false statement or representation, or by the use
of any false or' fictitious bill, bill of lading, receipt,
voucher, roll, account, claim, certificate, affidavif, dep-
osition, lease, or bill of sale, or by any other means
or device, shall knowingly and willfully assist, suffer
or permit any person or persons, natural or artificial,
to obtain transportation of passengers or property
subject to this chapter for less than the applicable
rate, fare, or charge, or who shall knowingly and
willfully by any such means or otherwise fraudulently
seek to evade or defeat regulation as in this chapter
provided for motor carrier or brokers, shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
be fined not more than $500 for the first offense and
not more than $2,000 for any subsequent offense.

(d) Disclosure of information by special agent or
examiner; penalty. Any special agent or examiner
who divulges any fact or information which may
come to his knowledge during the course of the
examination of the accounts, records, and memoranda
of motor carriers or brokers as provided in section
320 (b), except as he may be directed by the Com-
mission or by a court of competent jurisdiction or
judge thereof, shall be subject, upon conviction in
any court of the United States of competent Jurisdic-
tion, to a fine of not more than $5,000 or imprison-
ment for a term not exceeding two years, or both.

(e) Disclosure or solicitation of information con-
cerning property in transportation. It shall be un-
lawful for any motor carrier or broker engaged in
interstate or foreign commerce or any officer, receiver,
trustee, lessee, agent, or employee of such carrier,
broker, or person, or for any other person authorized
by such carrier, broker, or person to receive informa-
tion, knowingly to disclose to, or permit to be ac-
quired by any person other than the shipper or con-
signee without the consent of such shipper or
consignee, any information concerning the nature,
kind, quantity, destination, consignee, or routing of
any property tendered or delivered to such motor car-
rier or broker for such transportation, which informa-
tion may be used to the detriment or prejudice of
such shipper or consignee, or which may improperly
disclose his business transactions to a competitor; and
it shall also be unlawful for any person to solicit or
knowingly receive any such information which may
be so used.

(f) Giving information in response to legal proc-
ess, or to government officers or to other carriers
for adjustment of rates permitted. Nothing In this
chapter shall be construed to prevent the giving of
such information In response to any legal process Is-
sued under the authority of any court, or to any
officer or agent of the Government of the United States
or of any State, Territory, or District thereof, in the
exerc.e of his power, or to any officer or other duly
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authorized person seeking such information for tht
prosecution of persons charged with or suspected of
crimes or to another carrier or broker, or its duly au-
thorized agent, for the purpose of adjusting mutual
traffic accounts in the ordinary course of business of
such carriers or brokers.

(g) Failure or refusal to make reports or keep
accounts and records; altering or making false re-
port or record; penalty. Any motor carrier, or
broker, or any officer, agent, employee, or representa-
tive thereof who shall willfully fail or refuse to make
a report to the Commission as required by this chap-
ter, or to keep accounts, records, and memoranda
in the form and manner approved or prescribed by
the Commission, or shall knowingly and willfully fal-
sify, destroy, mutilate, or alter any such report, ac-
count, record, or memorandum, or shall knowingly
and willfully file any false report, account, record,
or memorandum, shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor and upon conviction thereof be subject for
each offense to a fine of not less than $100 and not
more than $5,000. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II,
§ 222, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 564.)

§ 323. Collection of rates and charges; extension
of credit; liability of agent of beneficial owner. No
common carrier by motor vehicle shall deliver or
relinquish possession at destination of any freight
transported by it In interstate or foreign commerce
until all tariff rates and charges thereon have been
paid, except under such rules and regulations as
the Commission may from time to time prescribe to
govern the settlement of all such rates and charges,
including rules and regulations for weekly or monthly
settlement, and to prevent unjust discrimination or
undue preference or prejudice: Provided, That the
provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed
to prohibit any such carrier from extending credit
in connection with rates and charges on freight trans-
ported for the United States, for any department,
bureau, or agency thereof, or for any State or Terri-
tory, or political subdivision thereof, or for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Where any common carrier by
motor vehicle is instructed by a shipper or consignor
to deliver property transported by such carrier to
a consignee other than the shipper or consignor, such
consignee shall not be legally liable for transporta-
tion charges in respect of the transportation of such
property (beyond those billed against him at the
time of delivery for which he is otherwise liable)
which may be found to be due after the property
has been delivered to him, if the consignee (a) is
an agent only and had no beneficial title in the
property, and (b) prior to delivery of the property
has notified the delivering carrier in writing of the
fact of such agency and absence of beneficial title,
and, in the case of shipment recbnsigned or diverted
to a point other than that specified in the original
bill of lading, has also notified the delivering carrier
in writing of the name and address of the beneficial
owner of the property. In such cases the shipper or
consignor, or, in the case of a shipment so reconsigned
or diverted, the beneficial owner shall be liable for
such additional charges, irrespective of any provisions
to the contrary in the bill of lading or in the contract
-under which the shipment was made. If the consignee

has given to the carrier erroneous Information as to
who is the beneficial owner, such consignee shall
himself be liable for such additional charges, notwith-
standing the foregoing provisions of this paragraph.
On shipments reconsigned or diverted by an agent who
has furnished the carrier with a notice of agency and
the proper name and address of the beneficial owner,
and where such shipments are refused or abandoned
at ultimate destination, the said beneficial owner
shall be liable for all legally applicable charges in
connection therewith. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II,
§ 223, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 565.)

§ 324. Identification plates for interstate motor
carriers. The Commission Is hereby authorized,
under such rules and regulations as it shall prescribe,
to require the display by motor carriers upon each
motor vehicle operated under a certificate or permit
issued by the Commission, suitable identification plate
or plates, to provide for the issuance of such plates,
and to require the payment by such carriers of the
reasonable cost thereof. All moneys so collected shall
be paid into the Treasury of the United States. Any
substitution, transfer, or use of any such identifica-
tion plate or plates, except such as may be duly
authorized by the Commission, is hereby prohibited
and shall be unlawful. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II,
§ 224, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat.
566.)

§ 325. Investigation of motor vehicle sizes and
weights and qualifications and hours of service of em-
ployees. The Commission is hereby authorized to
Investigate and report on the need for Federal regu-
lation of the sizes and weight of motor vehicles and
combinations of motor vehicles and of the qualifica-
tions and maximum hours of service of employees of
all motor carriers and private carriers of property
by motor vehicle; and in such investigation the Com-
mission shall avail itself of the assistance of all de-
partments or bureaus of the Government and of any
organization of motor carriers having special knowl-
edge of any such matter. (Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part
II, § 225, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498, 5 1, 49 Stat.
566.)

§ 326. Separability clause. If any provision of this
chapter, or the application thereof to any person, or
commerce, or circumstance, is held Invalid, the re-
mainder of the chapter, and the application of such
provision to other persons, or commerce, or circum-
stances, shall not be affected thereby. (Feb. 4, 1887,
c. 104, Part I1, § 226, as added Aug. 9, 1935, c. 498,
§ 1, 49 Stat. 567.)

§ 327. Effective date of chapter. This chapter (ex-
cept this section, which shall become effective imme-
diately upon approval) shall take effect and be in force
on and after the 1st day of October 1935: Provided,
however, That the Commission shall, if found by it
necessary or desirable, in the public interest, by gen-
eral or special order, postpone the taking effect of any
provision of this chapter to such time after the 1st
day of October 1935, as the Commission shall pre-
scribe, but not beyond the 1st day of April 1936.
(Feb. 4, 1887, c. 104, Part II1 § 227, as added Aug.
9, 1935, c. 498, § 1, 49 Stat. 567.)
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